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Poetics of "Living" by Shuntaro TANIKAWA

OYAGI Atsuhiko

Shuntaro Tanikawa wrote two poems of the same title "Living". One appears at the beginning of 4
Picture Book (1956), and another is put at the end of A Youth Who Is Hanging His Head Down (1971). The
theme of "living", however, is common with all the poetical works of Tanikawa. It is no exaggeration to say
that he has written his poems for searching the meaning of "living" so far. But we notice that his attitude
toward the "living" has changed if these two poems titled "Living" are compared. As 15 years passed between
the former "Living" which Tanikawa wrote in his youth of twenties and the latter "Living" which he did in
his middle age of forties, a great change seems to have come about in the recognition of "living" for him. This
treatise tries to prove the difference of "living" from "life" for the poet, and to define the position of the poetry
between them, comparing these two poems "Living". It also deals with the specific character and the problem

which might be a kind of defect or the limited point of the works by Shuntaro Tanikawa.

Keywords: Shuntaro Tanikawa, poem, life
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