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"The Special Loan Exhibition of Art Treasures from Japan"
held at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston in 1936 and the essay
on Japanese Art by Yukio Yashiro

SHIMURA Shoko

"The Special Loan Exhibition of Art Treasures from Japan" took place at the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston in 1936. Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai (Society of International Cultural Relations) sponsored the
exhibition, and Kojiro Tomita, curator of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, selected works of art to be
displayed. The list of works mainly contained paintings and sculpture, and wood-block prints and crafts,
which were popular in the West in the late 19th century, were excluded from the list. On the other hand, as
the law relating to the reservation of important fine arts was enacted in Japan in 1933 in order to prevent
important old art-objects form flowing out to overseas, there were critical opinions against exporting old art-
objects and displaying them in foreign countries. Under these situations, the selection of works went through
extreme difficulties. In this paper, | analyze characteristics of the exhibited works of art, and consider how
they were presented in Boston, referring article on this exhibition written by Yukio Yashiro. I also point out
that Yashiro's article is placed between his lectures, Sekai ni okeru Nihon Bijutsu no Ichi (Position of
Japanese Art in the World, 1934) and Nihon Bijutusu no Tokushitsu (Characteristics of Japanese Art, 1937).
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