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Reinterpreting the Dichotomy between British Didactic
Authors and Romantic Poets: Thought on Dualistic Frameworks

of Educational Ideas Shared Between Locke and Rousseau

IKEGAME Naoko

The purpose of this paper is to reinterpret the conflict between British didactic authors such as Barbauld
and Trimmer, and the romantic poets such as Coleridge over children's education. It is not feasible to
understand the relationship between didactic authors and the romantic poets in relation to dualistic
frameworks of educational ideas shared between Locke and Rousseau. Didactic authors and the romantic
poets were sceptical about Rousseau's 'negative education', and the romantic poets as well as contemporary
educationalists, such as Trimmer, supported the Madras system advocated by Andrew Bell, which enabled the
Church of England to take the lead in religious education. Although they had conflicting views on the
interpretation of imagination in moral reasoning, they agreed that religious and moral education of children
should be regarded as important in the changing era of nineteenth-century England. The difference between
their opinions arose from their respective positions on religious and moral education of children. While
Barbauld emphasized a focus on rational deduction with the association of ideas under the influence of the
utilitarianism, Coleridge favoured intuitive imagination, by which one could recognize the essence of the
good.
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