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The Rome International Exhibition of Fine Art in 1911 and

Eizo Hirayama

AMAGAI Yoshinori PhD

Eizo Hirayama was dispatched to the International Exhibition held in Turin, Italy, as head of the Japanese
Exhibition Committee in 1911. During the exhibition, he often visited Rome where the International Exhibition
of Fine Art was held. Japan did not build a special pavilion for the Turin exhibition, but, for the Rome exhibition,
built a Japanese-style pavilion where Japanese-style paintings and sculptures were on display. According to his
diary, Hirayama inspected the foreign pavilions of the Rome exhibition and walked around the city of Rome
not only to observe museums, churches, and the remains of the Roman Empire period, but also to visit cafes
and restaurants with Moriyoshi Naganuma, who was dispatched to Italy as a member of the Committee. In his
articles on the exhibitions, Hirayama reported that various Japanese exhibits were appreciated by visitors to the
Turin and Rome exhibitions, and that the style of current European industrial products and furniture showed the
change from the traditional Western art style to the new style, which was characterized by simple form and soft
color. In this paper, I investigate not only Hirayama’s experiences in Rome, but also the relationships between

Hirayama and Naganuma in Italy.
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