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On the exhibition “A Survey of Japanese Art”
held at the Seattle Museum of Art in 1949

SHIMURA Shoko

The exhibition “A Survey of Japanese Art” conceived by Sherman Lee took place at the Seattle Museum
of Art in 1949. From 1946 to 1948, Lee, as a collection advisor, had worked for the Arts and Monuments
Division of CIE in GHQ/SCAP located in Tokyo at the time. After returning to the US, Lee assumed his role
as associate director of the Seattle Museum of Art and curated this exhibition. With the list of main works
presented at the show, this paper will analyze the critical responses to the exhibition and examine the

significance of the show.
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and Shinto Art)
2. KFnfz (Yamato—e)
3. BRIKEHE (Ashikaga Monochrome
Painting)
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Mask)
5. Z®D#s (Cha no yu)
6. kER (Gardens)
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H AW#s (Japanese Porcelain)
T éw (Kyoto Porcelain)
9. Ji# (Japanese Prints)
IS (Early Ukiyo—e Wood
Block Prints)
HWAIRHE (Later Wood Block
Prints)
IFIROFEH (Drawings of the
Hokusai School)
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10. ML - 181 2EARSET T (Momoyama and
Tokugawa Decorative Arts)
11. K= (Folk Art)
R ZEFatess (Folk Ceramics)
RZEAR (Folk Carving in Wood)
KEE#: (Otsu-e)
12. {6iE (Flower Arrangements)
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