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Sherman Lee and Japanese Art:
Through the study of his activities in Japan
and at the Seattle Art Museum

S T

SHIMURA Shoko

Sherman E. Lee (1918-2008) worked for the Arts and Monuments Division of CIE in GHQ/SCAP
from 1946 to 1948. Through his investigation into works of art in Japan, Lee developed a deep interest

in Japanese hand scroll paintings, and found in them the originality of Japanese art, independent from

the influence of Chinese art. It is possible to say that Yukio Yashiro's view on art history reflected

in Lee's viewpoint. After returning to US, Lee, as associate director of the Seattle Art Museum,

contributed to the expansion of its Japanese art collection and curated the exhibition “Japanese Art” in

1949.
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